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About the Book

The Shaiva thinkers of Kashmir have so conceived the Absolute as
to be a synthesis of Being and Becoming simultaneously, which is
to say that Paramsiva as Absolute is characterized by such two
movements as would delineate the idea of it being a massive
ocean of creativity. In order to establish that the Absolute is the
embodiment of Being and Becoming, the Trika Shaivas made use
of such metaphysical ideas as would establish it to be, on the one
hand, of the nature of luminous consciousness, and, on the other
hand, self-cognitive awareness. The luminous aspect represents
the Beingness of the Absolute, whereas the cognitive awareness
denotes the Becoming aspect. It is the Becoming aspect that
represents the dynamic nature of the Absolute, which translates
itself into the actual manifestation of categories that are constitutive
of the objective universe. The Absolute as consciousness would
mean that it is such a metaphysical principle that is changeless
while being itself as the background of all the changes that are
experienced at the phenomenal level. It is the cognitive awareness,
represented by the idea of I-consciousness, that initiates the
process of Becoming in and through the Absolute. In this manner is
represented such a compact idea of the Absolute as would express
the Fullness of Being.



Buddhism, and, as a result of this shift, he has been successful in publishing a number of books on
Buddhist philosophy and religion. For last several years, however, he has been fully engaged in the
study of Trika Shaivism of Kashmir.
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