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About the Book

One of the main features of crop production at the present day is
waste. Except in the Far East, where the large indigenous
population has to be fed from the produce of the country-side, little
is being done to utilize completely the by-products of the farm in
maintaining the fertility of the soil. The ever-growing supplies of
agricultural produce, needed by industry and trade, have been
provided either by taking up new land or by the purchase of
artificial manures. Both these methods are uneconomic. The
exploitation of virgin soil is a form of plunder. Any expenditure on
fertilizers which can be avoided raises the cost of production, and
therefore reduces the margin of profit. It needs no argument to urge
that, in maintaining the fertility of the soil, the most careful attention
should be paid to the utilization of the waste products of agriculture
itself before any demands are made on capital — natural or
acquired.
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