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About the Book

The series Leipzig Kucha Studies, in which seventeen volumes are
planned, aims at publishing the results of the long-term research
project (2016–2030) “Buddhist Murals of Kucha on the Northern
Silk Road”. The project, conducted under the auspices of the
Saxon Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Leipzig, focuses on
an impressive corpus of wall paintings datable to approximately the
fifth to tenth centuries CE and located in the Buddhist cave
complexes of the ancient kingdom of Kucha on the Northern Silk
Road. These narrative and devotional paintings form one of the
most important sources for our understanding of the religious and
intellectual history of Buddhism in Central Asia during the first
millennium. The project is devoted to recording and annotating all
surviving paintings of the region, including the fragments that were
removed from their original sites as well as destroyed murals from
which only drawings and historical photographs remain.
Representations of the Parinirv??a Story Cycle in Kucha is the
second volume of the Leipzig Kucha Studies.

The book in hand is a comprehensive study concerning the
narrative paintings in Kucha on the Northern Silk Road (today’s
Province Xinjiang, an autonomous region of the Peoples Republic
of China) featuring episodes surrounding the Buddha’s death. The
murals, dating from approximately the 5th to the 10th century,
represent entire cycles of pictures which illustrate the events
starting three months before the parinirv??a and ending with the
first council. All together, 39 “occurrences” from the parinirv??a
cycle have been represented in Kucha. Most of these were
depicted repeatedly; only a few of them, however, were shown in
separate scenes, while others were shown within bigger pictorial
units. Relying on literary sources and comparative pictorial
material, the book provides descriptions and analysis of the
paintings, including both those in situ in the caves and the paintings
which were removed from the walls and are presently located in the
Museum für Indische Kunst in Berlin and in other collections
around the world.



About the Author

Monika Zin leads the research group “Buddhist Murals of Kucha on the Northern Silk Road” at the
Saxon Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Leipzig. She studied Dramatics, Literature, Art
History, and Indology in Krakow and in Munich, where she taught the art of South and Central Asia
for 25 years. Zin’s dissertation concerned the Sanskrit dramas discovered in Trivandrum, and her
second dissertation (Habilitation) was on the paintings of Ajanta; an English translation of Zin’s
book (originally published in German) Ajanta – Handbook of the Paintings 2. Devotional and
Ornamental Paintings should appear soon from IGNCA. Zin has contributed to numerous studies
on Buddhist narrative art, ranging from Kucha in Central Asia to Borobudur in Java. Her special
interest lies in the art in ancient ?ndhrade?a; her book on the Kanaganahalli st?pa was published in
2018 in Delhi.

The book is illustrated with 87 figures and 81 line drawings (mostly
by the author) which make the often poorly-preserved murals
comprehensible.

STAY CONNECTED
Second Floor, Prakashdeep 22, Delhi Medical

Association Road, Darya Ganj, New Delhi – 110 002
Phone No : +91-11-4357-2647

Email ID : info@devbooks.co.in
Website : devbooks.co.in

tel:+911143572647
mailto:info@devbooks.co.in
https://devbooks.co.in

